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Governors

In 2019, three states held gubernatorial elections (Kentucky, Louisiana, and Mississippi) and four states held 
legislative elections (Louisiana, Mississippi, New Jersey, and Virginia). A handful of states had elections for 
various other executive offices, and voters in 7 states cast their votes on 20 ballot measures.

On Election Day, Republicans lost control of one governor’s mansion (Kentucky) and retained control of one 
(Mississippi). Democrats gained gubernatorial control in one state (Kentucky). Incumbent governors in both 
parties retained power in Mississippi and Louisiana. After the 2019 elections, gubernatorial partisan breakdown 
went from 27 Republican governors and 23 Democratic governors to 26 Republicans governors and 24 
Democrats.

Note: The Kentucky 
gubernatorial race is very  close. 
As of November 6, Beshear (D) 
had claimed victory, Bevin (R) 
would not concede, and AP 
deemed the race too close to 
call.



State Legislatures
On Election Day, Republicans lost full legislative control in one state (Virginia) and retained control in one 
(Mississippi). Democrats gained full legislative control in one state (Virginia) and retained control in one 
(New Jersey). Overall, state legislative partisan breakdown went from 29 Republican-controlled / 18 
Democratic-controlled / 2 split control to 28 Republican-controlled / 19 Democratic-controlled / 2 split 
control. 

Trifectas
A trifecta occurs when one political party has full control of the state government — the governor’s mansion 
and both chambers of the state legislature. Republicans went into the 2019 election with trifectas in 22 states, 
while Democrats held trifectas in 14 states. On Election Day, Republicans lost a trifecta in Kentucky (now a 
divided government) and retained a trifecta in Mississippi. Democrats gained a trifecta in Virginia and 
retained one in New Jersey. In 2020, Republicans will have trifectas in 21 states, while Democrats will have 
trifectas in 15 states.

Note: Nebraska is officially 
nonpartisan.


